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Getting Involved 

Volunteering: To complement regular visits 

by staff and to ensure a high standard of 

welfare, we are looking for people who can 

help us to check the cattle on a regular basis.  

Checkers do not require any experience just 

an interest in charismatic livestock and their 

important role in conservation. 

Join us: Kent Wildlife Trust is Kent’s leading 
conservation charity. We look after 62 
reserves covering over 3000 hectares of land. 
For more information visit our website: 

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 
Tel: 01622 662012 
Or our partners at 

www.ashford.gov.uk 
Tel: 01233 331111 

Cattle and Nature 

Conservation 

Parts of the Warren were once considerably 
more open. It would have been managed as 
wood pasture, with huge mature trees 
surrounded by open glades and clearings. 

The clearings that once supported wild 
flowers and insects have now filled in with 
bramble, nettles and alien tree species such 
as sycamore and chestnut. Wood pasture is 
now very rare, and many of the animals and 
plants associated with it are threatened.  
 
The cattle are an essential part of the 
process of restoring this wood pasture. The 
grazing will maintain open sunny glades, 
and encourage a whole range of rare plants 
and animals, which currently struggle under 
competition from more vigorous plants. 
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Location of Ashford Warren and Hoads Wood (not to scale). 

Ashford Warren 
and Hoads Wood 
 Cattle Grazing Project  

 

 

 

 



If you need to pass through 
the cattle: 

• If they have not seen you, let them know 
you are there by talking to them gently. 
Only proceed when they have seen you, 
and stay within their site. 

• If they are lying down, they may get up. 
Give them a chance to move out of the 
way by approaching them slowly. 

• Move through the group quickly and 
calmly. 

If you feel threatened by 
the cattle: 

• Do not panic and run away, if they are 

inquisitive they may run with you to see 

what you are doing. If you stop they will 

keep a safe distance from you. 
• Raise your voice – but do not shout – and 

raise your arms to make yourself look 

bigger – but do not wave them about. 

Make eye contact with the cattle to keep 

them at a distance. 
• Walk briskly away, keeping an eye on the 

cattle and your footing. 

  

If you have a dog: 

• Dog walkers will be able to access the site 
as normal. As is the case already, dogs 
must be under control and must not be 
allowed to chase wildlife or run out of 
control. 

• Avoid walking amongst cattle wherever 
possible. 

• In the unlikely event that cattle chase you 
and your dog, it is safer to let go of your 
dogs lead – don’t risk getting hurt by 
trying to protect it. Cattle see dogs as a 
much greater threat than humans, and a 
dog free from its lead should easily 
escape.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Walking with Cattle:         
A brief guide 

Kent Wildlife Trust and Ashford Borough 
Council want you to enjoy visiting an area 
where livestock are grazing. If you follow 
this guide and gain confidence you should 
enjoy the site even more. 

Facts about grazing and 
cattle: 

• Cattle used on this site are Highland 

Cattle, they are a traditional beef breed, 

and tend to be more docile than dairy 

breeds. We choose traditional breeds 

because they are better at dealing with 

tough vegetation. 
• Cattle are naturally scared of you; 

especially if you have a dog. Try not to 

startle them as they may panic. 
• Cows are adult female cattle. Bulls are 

adult male cattle. Steers are castrated 

male cattle. All of our cattle are steers or 

cows, we do not have any bulls. 
• Both the males and females have horns. 

Although they look intimidating, the main 

purpose of the horns is to establish the 

pecking order in the group, and to give a 

good scratch! 
• Do not attempt to feed the cattle – this 

will encourage them to approach other 

visitors. 

 

 


